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FCSC MISSION STATEMENT 

FCSC was founded a half century ago with the goal of helping families find funeral or 
memorial services at fair prices, but it has greatly expanded to include education of all 
end-of-life topics.  
 

ANNUAL MEETING SATURDAY M AY 3, 2014 

Location:  First Universalist Church, 4101 E. Hampden Avenue, Denver (northeast  
corner of intersection of S. Colorado Blvd. & E. Hampden Ave.) 

Times:  9:00-9:30 a.m. Coffee, tea and refreshments in the lobby 
9:30-10:00 a.m. Business Meeting and Election of Directors 
10:00-11:59 a.m. Presentations and discussions (see pg. 2)  
 

Note:  Your board meets about 6 times per year, plus the annual meeting where we invite 
speakers---feel free to join us on the 4th Thursday of the month at 10 a.m., at First Universalist 
Church, 4101 E. Hampden Avenue.  

 
   

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

Has your Membership expired? Please check the address label for your Dues Date (for 
example, DD: 01-Jul-14), above your name. If this date is past or coming up soon, you must 
renew your membership now to remain active. Dues are $10 for one person and $20 for a 
couple, for two years. If the year indicated is 2015 or 2016, you are paid up until then. If you see 
DD: Life Member, you paid more to join as a life member prior to 1999 and owe nothing more.  
Voluntary contributions are always appreciated. Remember, we are strictly a volunteer 
organization, and no one is paid. All funds are dedicated to expenses of the society. NEW 
MEMBERS are welcome!  We know there are people out there who don’t know the Funeral 
Consumer Society of Colorado (FCSC) exists.  There are many people who don’t know what 
our purpose is (see the FCSC Mission Statement). Help us by giving a friend your newsletter, 
and inform them of our service…you will be doing them a favor! 
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Josh Slocum, Speaker for the  
May 3 Annual FCSC Meeting 
 
     Josh Slocum is the executive director of Funeral 
Consumers Alliance, a nonprofit consumer education 
and watchdog group. He’s held the position since 2003.  
A graduate of Sarah Lawrence College, Slocum worked 
as a newspaper reporter in Virginia before joining FCA. 
He earned several awards for business and financial 
writing and for coverage of law and justice issues.    
     Slocum has appeared as an expert commentator on 
funeral issues in national media such as 60 Minutes, the 
New York Times, CNN, AARP Magazine, and CBS News. Slocum has written numerous articles 
in mainstream and funeral trade publications, including a feature article on funeral fraud for 
Consumer’s Digest Magazine. In 2009, he testified before a Congressional committee on the 
need to bring cemeteries, crematories, and all death industry vendors under the Federal Trade 
Commission’s Funeral Rule, the only national protection funeral consumers enjoy. Slocum 
offered commentary to Congressional staff that helped shape the Bereaved Consumer’s 
Protection Act of 2009, a bill to expand funeral consumer safeguards.  
     Slocum has been consulted by legislators and the media around the country as an expert in 
funeral law and consumer advocacy. He helped draft a bill before Congress that would extend 
Federal Trade Commission consumer protection rules to cemeteries, crematories, and funeral 
merchandise vendors.  He has submitted testimony to support local Funeral Consumers 
Alliance legislative reform efforts in nearly a dozen states. Slocum has appeared on CNN and 
NPR, and has been consulted or quoted by the New York Times, the Washington Post, the LA 
Times, Forbes, Barron’s, and other media outlets. 
     In 2011 he published Final Rights: Reclaiming the American Way of Death with co-author 
Lisa Carlson. Final Rights combines a journalistic investigation of the funeral industry and how 
consumers navigate it with practical information on how to avoid funeral fraud.  Slocum worked 
with 60 Minutes to produce a report on cemetery fraud and lax regulations. “Final Resting Place” 
aired in May, 2012, 
     We are pleased to bring Josh Slocum from Vermont to the annual Denver FCSC meeting, for 
all of you to hear his dynamic, energizing talk.  We will devote most of this Saturday morning 
annual meeting time (9:00 to 12:00) to listening to his program, emphasizing end of life issues 
and pre-need plans. 
 
 

Stewart Fleisher, Speaker 
 

Stewart Fleisher, an estate attorney, who spent many years on the Board of FCSC, will address 
our annual meeting at 10:00 A.M.  He will speak on Colorado rules, regulations and new taxes 
related to estate planning, such as gift taxes, estate taxes, trusts and probate. 
 

---Questions, answers and discussion to follow presentations— 
 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

One Bill, HB 14-1059, was introduced regarding the funeral industry as of the end of February.  
This concerns clarifying that the ritual discharge of blank ammunition cartridges at a military 
funeral does not constitute the criminal offense of disorderly conduct.  The Bill has passed the 
entire Colorado Congress and was signed by the Governor on March 7, 2014. A comprehensive 
list of bills can be found at www.leg.state.co.us.  

 

A LAUGH FOR YOU: 

Yogi Berra said, “Always go to other people’s funerals; otherwise they won’t come to yours.” 



ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 

Plan on joining us at the annual meeting to hear about a major funding announcement. 
 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY April 1,  2013- March 31,  2014: 

               Income: 
Contributions    $ 1,940.00 
Handbook Purchases  $    317.50 
Interest & dividends   $        1.68 
Membership fees new $    790.00 
Memb. fees renew   $ 2,275.00 
Total income    $ 5,324.18 

              Expenses: 
FCA dues & donation   $ 1,186.49 
Printing (newsletters, etc.)  $ 1,225.38 
Postage    $ 2,275.18 
Telephone   $    848.33 
Other expenses   $    125.49 
Total expenses   $ 5,660.87 

 

Thanks to contributions, new members and member renewals, and along with the 
reserves, your organization is financially sound. 
 
 

ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 

The FCSC Board will soon be advertising in the Metro area in various printed media. The 
emphasis will be on educating the public as to our Mission (see page 1), and the benefits of 
becoming a member, such as the 55-page comprehensive handbook, newsletters with up-to-
date information on the industry, and finding a reputable crematory or mortuary.  We will also 
mention that FCSC can provide a guest speaker who will present basic information about our 
organization, end of life issues, and being a wise consumer regarding cremations and funerals. 
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

The US Postal Service has changed policies on shipping cremated remains. Effective 
December 16, 2013 the Postal Service will no longer authorize cremated remains using 
Registered Mail Service.  It requires mailers to use only Priority Mail Express. 
 
A 2012 report by the Vital Records Section of the Colorado Department of Health and 
Environment showed percentages of methods of disposition (Burial, Cremation, Donation, etc.), 
as listed by the 64 counties and totals of the state.  The total percentage of cremations in 
Colorado as of 2012 was 65.6%. The percentage of cremations is increasing yearly; the 2013 
report will be published later in 2014. 
 
FCSC has the revised (2013) Member Handbook available for all FCSC members. This is being 
issued to all new members as part of their membership package. Existing members can 
purchase a copy for the price of $10.00.  Order from FCSC, 4101 E. HAMPDEN AVENUE, 
DENVER, CO 80222-7262, or order one through e-mail: fucosoco@yahoo.com               
 

. 

2013-2014 FCSC BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Our current Officers and Directors are listed below.  Term on the Board expires in the year in ( ). 
Jan Eccher    (2016) President  Ross Getchell      (2016) Education  
Nancy Persons   (2014) Vice President Judy Taylor      (2016) Newsletter Editor 
Jim Taylor     (2015) Treasurer  Larry Clarke      (2015) Phone Secretary 
Em Putnam    (2015) Secretary  Grant Steffen       (2016) 
Anthony Bowerman (2016) Membership Serv.   
 
 



We need to have some new candidates for the Board of Directors! Fresh ideas are always 
welcome.  At the Annual Meeting we will attempt to fill the 7 vacancies (1 is retiring) on the 
Board.  If you are willing to help plan and implement the future of the Society, please consider 
becoming a Board Member.  For information about what is involved, please call us at 303-759-
2800, or by E-mail at fucosoco@yahoo.com.  FCSC’s website is: 
www.funerals.org/affiliates/colorado. 
  

FCSC CONTRACT PROVIDERS and FCSC member prices (as of March 2014)  
Note: All direct burial prices include a minimum casket.  Basic funeral and graveside service prices do not 
include a casket. Funeral followed by cremation includes rental casket. Contact the provider for more 
information or prices for other services. 
 

Stork Family Mortuary  
1895 Wadsworth Blvd.   
Lakewood, CO 80214   
303-237-5350         
direct cremation with no services or viewing: $875 
direct cremation with memorial services: $1,395 
direct burial, no services: $1,305 
graveside services (plus casket): $1,425 
traditional services (church or chapel) + casket: $1,780 
ship out charges (no casket plus airfare) $875 
funeral service with cremation after: $1,975 
 
Bohlender Funeral Chapel   
121 W. Olive St.  
Fort Collins, CO 80524   
970-482-4244    
direct cremation- no services: $995 
direct burial-no services: $1,495 
traditional funeral: $1,600 
graveside services: $1,395 
funeral-cremation after: $2,100 
 

M.P. Murphy & Associates Funeral Directors 
4984 Idylwild Trail 
Boulder, CO 80301 
303-530-4111 
direct cremation, no services $995 
direct burial, no services: $1,475 
basic traditional funeral: $3,580 
graveside service: $3,380 
funeral, cremation after: $3,580 
(Less 15% of all prices for members) 
 
Cappadona’s Alternative Cremation & Funeral 
1020 East Fillmore 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907      
719-520-1817             
direct cremation, no services $825 
direct burial, no services: $1,645 
basic traditional funeral: $1,840 
graveside service: $1,540 
funeral, cremation after: $2,315 

 

PLEASE tell us if you move 

If you have changed your mailing address, please notify us by sending the form below (or 
by E-mail: fucosoco@yahoo.com) to: FCSC,   4101 E. HAMPDEN AVENUE,   DENVER, CO 
80222-7262   You can also use this form to pay dues, or to make a donation to the Society 
to keep us financially strong. If you know someone who is not a member, they can use this form 
to join. 

Member Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 

Please check appropriate box: I am a current (_____)   new (_____) member of FCSC. 

Old address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________ 

New address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________ 

I would like to make a donation to the Society in the amount of: ____________________ 

Enclosed are my dues for the next two years: ($10 per adult member) ________________ 

Please send an FCSC information brochure and application to: 

 


